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WHO WE ARE
The Applegate Valley Community 
Newspaper, Inc. is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) 
corporation dedicated to the publication 
of the Applegater newsmagazine, which, 
we feel, reflects the heart and soul of our 
community.  

Our Mission
The Applegate Valley Community 

Newspaper, Inc. (AVCN), provides the 
many rural and diverse communities 
of the Applegate Watershed with a 
communications vehicle, the Applegater 
newsmagazine, free of charge to all 
watershed residents. Our quarterly 
paper presents constructive, relevant, 
educational, and entertaining reports on 
a wide variety of subjects such as:
n natural resources
n ecology and other
    science information
n historical and current events
n community news and opinions
AVCN encourages and publishes 

differing viewpoints and, through the 
Applegater newsmagazine, acts as a 
clearinghouse for this diverse community.  
We are dedicated to working together 
with community members to maintain 
and enhance the quality of life that is 
unique to the Applegate Watershed.
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All articles, stories, opinions and 
letters that appear in the Applegater 
are the property and opinion of the 
author, and not necessarily that of the 
Applegater or AVCN.

PROTECTION OF  
COPYRIGHTED MATERIAL

All materials submitted for publication 
must pertain to the Applegate Valley, be 
original (no reprinted articles, please), 
and be the intellectual property of the 
author unless otherwise credited.

All articles submitted to the Applegater 
are subject to edit and publication at the 
newsmagazine’s discretion and as space 
allows. When too many articles are 
submitted to include in any one issue, 
some articles may be placed on our 
website or held until the following issue.

Letters to the editor must be 450 
words or less. Opinion pieces and 
articles cannot exceed 700 words. 
Community calendar submissions must 
be brief.

PHOTO REQUIREMENTS
All photos submitted must be high 

resolution (300 dpi) or “large format” 
(e.g., 30” x 40”). If you have questions, 
email gater@applegater.org.

Photos submitted for the masthead 
are on a volunteer basis. Credit is given  
in the issue in which it appears on our 
website and on our Facebook page.

All submissions for the next issue 
must be received at gater@applegater.
org by the deadline.

Applegate Valley Community Newspaper 
PO Box 14

Jacksonville, OR 97530

~ F I N E  P R I N T  ~

PERSONAL MAILING LABEL
Living away for a while?
Friends and relatives in 

faraway places?

The Applegater can be mailed 
anywhere in the US. 

Order a personal mailing label for
One year: $14.99
Two years: $24.99

Mail us a check or pay online at 
www.applegater.org.

Advertisers!
We can  he lp  you  reach  your 

market. The Applegater is the only 
newsmagazine covering the entire  
Applegate Valley. 

With a circulation of 11,000 and 
a readership of more than 20,000, we 
cover Applegate, Jacksonville, Jerome 
Prairie, Murphy, Ruch, Wilderville, 
Williams, Wonder, and areas of Grants 
Pass, Medford, and Ashland.

For more information, contact:  
Ron Turpen  •  541-601-1867

ronaldaturpen@gmail.com

Next deadline: May 1

Masthead photo credit
Linda Kappen captured this painted 
lady nectaring on a dandelion in 
spring. Thank you, Linda!

 
Editorial Calendar

ISSUE                       DEADLINE
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Environment-Fire- 
Recreation
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SPRING (March - May)....February 1    
Commerce-Community
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  LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Arctic Refuge
Dear Editor:

The Senate/House tax bill conference endorsed oil and gas drilling in the Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge. This is amazingly short-sighted for many reasons. Many proven 
alternative energy choices can replace oil and gas, but there is only one Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge. The Coastal Plain of the Arctic Refuge includes precious habitat for 
species ranging from polar bears and caribou to nesting birds and waterfowl. These 
migrating birds touch all 50 states and nearly every continent of the globe.

The Coastal Plain supports 135 species of migratory birds that fly to six continents 
and provides critical habitat for the iconic polar bear. In Oregon, the Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge may seem far away. But the Sandhill Crane and the Brant Goose migrate 
to and from the Coastal Plain and southern Oregon’s Applegate Valley each year.

This Arctic attack ignores the will of the American people. For nearly 40 years, efforts 
have been under way to protect the immense biodiversity that is the Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge from the assault and devastation imposed by fossil fuel exploration 
and extraction (refugeassociation.org/advocacy/refuge-issues/arctic/). While completely 
ignoring and, in fact, violating the rights of and treaty obligations to the Gwich’in 
[Alaskan Native] people of the US and Canada, drilling proponents claim that lease 
sales will generate as much as $1 billion in revenue over the next decade. Compared 
to the $1 trillion-plus in tax cuts benefitting corporations and the extremely wealthy, 
such revenue, if realized, would not repay us for the destruction of our Arctic Refuge. 
Republican abuse of the budget process sacrifices one of the nation’s most ecologically 
and culturally significant places for a paltry federal benefit.

Americans who care about our future should respond to this act of economic greed 
at the expense of our national heritage when they next enter the polling station.
Yours truly, 
Dennis Specht
Southern Oregon Climate Action Now 
541-282-3456 


