Williams Creek Watershed Council
hosts fish trap on Williams Creek

BY ARTHUR SHERMAN

In spring of 2007, the Williams Creek
Watershed Council (WCWC) along with the Oregon
Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW), the
Middle Rogue Steelheaders, Bureau of Land
Management’s Grants Pass Resource Area and
many local volunteers, operated a fish trap on lower
Williams Creek.

The trap was part of a statewide effort by
ODFW to monitor juvenile salmonid production as
part of the Oregon Plan for Salmon and Watersheds.
One objective was to estimate the number of
Chinook salmon fry as well as Coho salmon and
steelhead smolts migrating out of Williams Creek.
This project also helped determine the abundance
of pre-smolt steelhead, Coho salmon, and resident
cutthroat trout.

Fish eggs, or roe, hatch into alevin or sac fry.
The fry quickly develop into parr. Parr stay for one
to three years in their natal stream before becoming
smolts. As smolts, their body chemistry changes to
allow the fish to live in salt watet.

The trap looks like a large mesh cone lying
on its side on a floating platform. Fish swimming
downstream pass into the trap and then into a
holding tank. FEach day the trapped fish were
removed carefully, identified and counted. All the
fish were then put back into the creek. Fish were
trapped and counted in Williams Creek between
March 5 and May 31, 2007.

The resulting data provides important
baseline information for measuring trends in fish
populations. It also is used to identify factors that
limit the health of the fishery. All of this is used to
develop management strategies designed to protect
and improve fish populations.

Four different species comprised the majority
of salmonid fish caught in the trap: Chinook salmon,
Coho salmon, steelhead trout, and cutthroat trout.
The fish counts were used to estimate the total
numbers of fish of each species passing the site.

After the fish are identified and measured,
their fins are marked to avoid double-counting

Chinook salmon juveniles were the most
abundant species caught in the trap. Approximately
120,000 young Chinook migrated toward the Pacific
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Volunteers remove fish from the smolt trap.

Trapped fish are identified, measured and counted.
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Ocean during the trapping period. These fish came
from eggs in the fall of 2006 and emerged from
their shallow nests in stream gravels (called redds)
in late winter/spring 2007. After two to six years in
the Pacific they will return to Williams as adults.

Approximately 3,900 Coho smolts, a federally
protected species, outmigrated during the period.
These fish were spawned in fall/winter 2005-2006
and emerged from their redds in spring 2006. They
will migrate to the Pacific for one to two years, and
then return as adults.

Approximately 3,300 steelhead smolts
outmigrated. These are on their way to the Pacific
to grow to adulthood after residing in Williams
Creek for one or two years. Additionally, there
were approximately 3,500 pre-smolt steelhead
(fish about a year old or less). These fish may
reside in the mainstem Applegate (or possibly the
Rogue River) for the summer months and return
to Williams Creek or other Applegate tributaries
to over-winter another year before heading to the
ocean. Steelhead life histories are generally more
variable than those of other species.

Approximately 1,900 cutthroat trout of
varying ages outmigrated from Williams Creek.
These fish simply may migrate to and from the
Applegate and Rogue Rivers and then back to
Williams Creek and its tributaries. The larger
rivers provide more food while the smaller streams
provide refuge and spawning habitat. As farasitis
known, Applegate River cutthroat do not migrate
to the ocean.

Additional native species caught in the
trap were Pacific lampreys, small-scale suckers
and sculpins. Non-native species caught include
numerous redside shiners, bluegill, and one
Umpqua pike minnow.

The Williams Creek Watershed Council and
ODFW are operating the trap again in spring 2008.
For more information on this project, please call
WCWC at 541-846-9175.

Arthur Sherman
WCWC Council Coordinator
541-846-1024

After the fish are identified and measured, their fins are
marked to avoid double-counting.

The trapped fish are all carefully returned to the creek.
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We place service, quality, education and value at
the top of your shopping list!

. Ashland Food Co-op
237 N. Ist St. = Ashland = 482-2237
Mon-Sat 8-9 & Sun 9-9 ¢ ashlandfood.coop

\MIDDLE GRODND,
LANDSCAPE AND ECOLOGICAL RESTORATION

*DESIGN AND INSTALLATION oEROSION CONTROL

*DROUGHT TOLERANT LANDSCAPES  *NOXIOUS WEED REMOVAL

oNATURAL PATIOS, DECKS & FENCES *WOODLOT MANAGEMENT

oNATIVE PLANTS oMULTI-FUNCTION HEDGEROWS

SORGANIC ALTERNATIVES LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED (B # 8411
541-973-6914 ¢ 5960 Thompson Creek Road Applegate, OR 97530

CATS. &

Committed Alliance To Strays

Shelter Locations: 104 N. Ross Lane
Mailing Address: PO Box 56, Medford, OR 97501
779-2916
779-2974 - Fax
www.kittensandcats.org
cats@wave.net

Pat McGillivray Trucking

5457 Fish Hatchery Rd. Cell: (541) 659-8222
Grants Pass, OR 97527 Home: (541) 476-2915

e Sl

Hauling for Hire & Rock Sales
Serving the Rogue and Applegate Valley

(541) 779-2886 - Office
(541) 618-0028 - Voice Mail

www.goodearthlandscape.net
Award Winning Landscape Design,
All Phases of Installation,
Also Water Features

License # 11718 » License # 6827

GOODEARTH e

LANDSCAPE
Co. VAUGHN JONES - Owner

2420 West Main Street
Medford, Oregon 97501

Berries - Homemade Pies - Boked Goods

11341 Wiliams Hwy. Hours:
Graonts Pass, OR Tuesday - Friday © - 5
97527 (541 846-0550 Saturday 10 - 4

JERRY’S ROOFING
476-9242

Your Grants Pass roofer since 1970, all work
guaranteed. Reroofing & new. Fibergiass
shingles, shakes & tile repair. We do mobiles,

Free Estimates License #55929
Bonded, Insured Senior Discount
ORL #000130

Nancy S. Fleischman

Residential Real
Estate Appraiser

Specializing in Urban to Rural
1-4 Units Residences
Land, Manufactured Homes

P.O. Box 3274 # Applegate, OR. 97530
(541) 846-0230 - Fax (541) 846-0339




