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When I come home to 
the Applegate I am 
always greeted by 

the “White Horse of Sterling Creek.” 
He stands majestically at the three-
mile marker as a sentry to the gateway 
of home.  One rainy day through the 
foggy mist I saw his lips move and 
I heard him say, “Welcome home, 
Meg.”  On another rare day as I was 
heading in “to town,” he would not 
make eye contact with me.  I brushed 
it off originally, but it still unnerved me 
throughout the day.  Rightfully so, I 
got a speeding ticket and a flat tire. You 
get the picture; no eye contact from 
the White Horse means turn around 
and go home.  

As Applegate residents, we have 
two choices for a response when a 
friend calls and asks what you have 
been up to.  Choice #1:  I have been “in 
town,” spoken with a sense of survival, 
or Choice #2:  “I have to go “to town,” 
murmured with a slight whine. 

Every year Merriam-Webster 
adds about 100 new words to their 
dictionary.  Last year a few of these 
new words were:

Mouse Potato: a person who 
spends a great deal of time on the 
computer

Himbo: an attractive vacuous 
male

Bahookie:  a person’s buttocks (I 
actually think we already have enough 
words to describe this anatomical 
landmark.)

So I’d like to nominate a new 
word for 2009:

In town/to town:  a time period 
(usually unbearably long) doing 
errands, mundane life duties either 
looming ahead of you or already 
accomplished with a serene sense of 
survival. Origin Applegate Valley, 
Oregon.

My friend Justin Pereira of 
Thompson Creek thinks we need to 
clarify the definition of “in town” 
further by adding the words “the 
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interior.”  The dreaded interior is 
defined by Justin as anything past Bi-
Mart on Jacksonville Highway.  For 
example, Costco and Fred Meyers are 
definitely within the boundaries of the 
“interior.”  So when he’s asked what he 
has been up to he can say, “I have to 
go to town, but it’s not too bad, it’s not 
“the interior.”  I’ve never asked him his 
landmarks for Grants Pass…mmmm.  

So let’s all shop, eat and talk 
local since we now speak the same 
language.  And when we come home 
to the Applegate we can “woot,”  which 
some of you may know was one of the 
Merriam-Webster’s new words last year.  
“Woot:” expressing joy, after a triumph 
for no reason at all. 

Author’s Note:  My friend Kathy 
Shepard (a former Sterling Creek resident) 
called today and asked me what I was up 
to. I knew I had two responses: I was either 
going in to town or had just come back 
from town.  But on this day my answer 
was that I was frantically searching for 
a picture of “the White Horse of Sterling 
Creek” for an article for the Applegater. 
“What?” she asked immediately knowing 
what horse I was referring to. “Is the White 
Horse of Sterling Creek still alive?”

“Mmm...” I thought. “I wonder 
if I am writing about a dead horse?” In 
fact, I realized I had not seen him in his 
landmark spot.  Through the phone chain 
of Sterling Creek I found he was owned 
by Bob Hayes and his brother Don. I got 
Don’s wife Doris on the line and asked if 
the “White Horse of Sterling Creek” was 
still alive and maybe available for a photo 
shoot?  Doris let me know that “Shadow” 
was very much alive, pushing 24 years of 
age, but unavailable at press time for an 
interview or photo shoot because “he is 
out of town on a hunting trip with Bob 
and Don.” 

Now that is really something to 
woot and whinny about!

Meg Gustafson
541-899-8807

megngary@connpoint.net

HOURS:
Mon-Fri: 8-5:30
Sat: 8-12:00

Visa
Discover

Mastercard
American  Express

Crater Chain Saw Co.

$13995

FREE! SET-UP AND OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

Stihl BG55 Handheld Blower
• 4.1 lb.

Stihl BR600 Backpack Blower
• Top performing

772-7538
1321 North Riverside • Medford

Serving the valley in sales & service for 43 years, 1965-2008

✦ your local Stihl dealer for 40 years ✦

✦ ✦

WE ARE A FULL SERVICE DEALER

✦ FACTORY TRAINED MECHANICS

✦ LARGE PARTS INVENTORY IN STOCK 

x431239-10/30

$47995

Stihl MS180c w/14” Bar & Chain
• 8.6 lb. Powerhead; 1.95 cu. in.

Stihl MS290 w/20” Bar & Chain
• 12.8 Powerhead; 3.3 cu. in.

$19995
reg. $219.95S
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$38995

Fall/Winter Hours–Fri, Sat, Sun 10 am-3 pm

Dinner–Fri & Sat, 5 pm-9 pm
Available for Holiday Parties, Teas & Luncheons 

for groups of 15 or more any day!

Call for availability and reservations: 541-856-9019 or 541-659-3145

Season’s Greetings from the Applegater


