
10    Fall 2010  Applegater

8800 N. Applegate Rd.
Grants Pass, OR 97527

Home of Irish Lass Soap
The Choice of Many Scents

Soap, Seasonal Produce, Stained Glass, Jewelry & More!

(541) 862-7380 We Ship!

-Just past Mile Post 2, on the left, going East-

  APPLeGAte OUtBACK: My OPINION    
Preparing your wife for the 
salmon season opener
By BOB FISCHeR

Every year during salmon season, hundreds of us 
get up before dawn, prowling around the water in old 
clothes with cups of steaming coffee and talking  about 
the years when the salmon practically dragged you off 
the shoreline.  To an unpracticed eye, all of this will 
appear like some instinctual response from primordial 
man, akin to the march of the lemmings to their doom.  
But such is not the case.

Salmon season opener is neither our primitive 
need to self destruct nor 
some haphazard rebellion 
against organized society.   
Lines of cars with boats on 
trailers wait to get to the 
launching ramp, shadowy 
figures round their shoul-
ders against the morning 
chill and a forest of fishing rods bristles from boats leaving 
the harbor are all a part of a carefully orchestrated scheme 
that has taken weeks of previous planning. 

For this reason it is vital that neophytes realize the 
planning for opening day salmon fishing must necessarily 
begin with cleaning and oiling of fishing rods and reels or 
repairing of last season’s tackle.   The wise fishermen will 
start with the most important phase of the preparations 
which is—softening up his wife. 

Before an ounce of oil or one drop of cleaner is 
applied to fishing tackle, take your 
wife out to dinner.  Lavish her with 
praise.   Notice her incredible youth-
fulness, how she barely changes year 
to year, while you, by comparison feel 
less and less worthy.  And, for heavens 
sake, do not laugh.

If you blow phase one, buddy-

buddy, there is little 
reason to oil your 
reels. For instance, 
at this very moment 
start telling your wife 
how important she has been to your success.  Bring 
home a bouquet of flowers every night or so and show 
her such consideration she (hopefully) will be so dazzled 
that by opening day that she will not realize that you 

are pulling the boat out 
of the yard at three a.m.

Past seasons show 
that  f i shermen who 
“soften” up their wives 
for opening day have a 
higher rate of success and 
pleasure than those who 

tend to stonewall the occasion and thus spend the day 
worrying about facing the music when they get home.   
Trial and error show that wise fishermen keep records 
on “softening measures” that have had a greater success 
than others.  Remember too, that wives are not naive, 
the same flowers on the same date each year tend to 
show a pattern of behavior. 

So, mix up your tactics,  flowers one day, candy 
the next.   A dinner date and an evening show are not too 
much.  Beginners should watch the papers for notices on 
salmon fishing classes.   Instructors might not list, “Wife 
Softening,” in their index of classroom subjects, but the 
better classes will provide for this need.   In the event 
you get an instructor who lacks experience, any veteran 
salmon fisherman can help. Because wife “softening” is 
as important as sharp hooks and fresh bait.
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Past seasons show that fishermen who 
“soften” up their wives for opening day have 
a higher rate of success and pleasure than 
those who tend to stonewall the occasion 
and thus spend the day worrying about  
facing the music when they get home.   


