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  LetteRS tO tHe eDItOR

Introduction to the Siskiyou Upland Trails Association

Dear Editor:

The Siskiyou Upland Trails Association was formed in 2009.  SUTA’s mission is 
to create a community trail network along the Siskiyou upland ridges to link the existing 
trail systems of Ashland and Jacksonville.  The Jack-Ash trail will provide opportunities 
for those enjoying non-motorized activities such as hiking, horseback riding, bicycling, 
and long-distance running.  Those wanting a quiet stroll through the woods with their 
families and dogs will enjoy the vistas.  We are working to formalize this trail system with 
the local community, the US Bureau of Land Management, the US Forest Service, the 
Oregon Department of Parks and Recreation, and private land owners to ensure the trail 
is carefully sited and maintained to protect these diverse ecosystems along the ridgelines.

The trail system includes the historic Sterling Mine Ditch Trail as part of a loop 
around Anderson Butte.  This 26.5 mile trail drops no more than 200 feet in elevation, 
contouring along the hills of the Applegate valley, and is a favorite of hikers, runners, 
equestrians, bird-watchers, and wildflower enthusiasts.  Thanks to hard work from 
SUTA volunteers and BLM trail crews, most of the Sterling Mine Ditch Trail has been 
cleared and trimmed.  Using grant monies that SUTA requested, BLM will continue 
to improve the trail tread, access, and post signs in the coming months.  

This fall we will be exploring new trails to link the Jacksonville and Ashland trail 
systems.  Come work with us, and enjoy the trails!

Please call Hope Robertson at 541-899-5665 or Neal Anderson at 541-899-5555 
for more information or log onto: www.sutaoregon.org

Neal Anderson, Applegate Valley

Open 7 days a week
Store Open 6am to 7pm 

Cafe Open 7am to 3pm daily
Fridays to 7pm 

I first heard about the proposed 
600,000 acre Siskiyou Crest National 
Monument in April, when the Jackson 
County Commissioners were opining that 
they had not been a part of any discussions 
on the proposal.  A local conservation 
organization, Klamath-Siskiyou Wild-
lands, had apparently proposed this new 
Monument to the Obama Administration 
without collaborating or discussing their 
ideas with local or state political, wildfire, 
or forestry folks.  

About half of the proposed monu-
ment lies within the Applegate watershed, 
and most of that is wildland-urban inter-
face or WUI, where you and I live.  As 
the Applegate Fire Plan’s coordinator, I’ve 
learned that usually things are done in 
a collaborative way in southwestern Or-
egon when it comes to land use planning, 
especially given our “checkerboard” land 
ownership pattern.   

Personally, I do feel that much 
of the area within KS Wild’s proposal is 
deserving of some sort of protection.  But 
I’m not excited about moving so much 
land in our Applegate watershed into the 
“no treatment” category (especially WUI 
lands), and that’s what seems to happen 
when land becomes a Monument.  

During a presentation to the Sis-
kiyou County Commissioners on April 
6, the Medford District’s BLM staff pre-
sented some observations of what they’ve 
experienced while attempting (my word) 
to manage the Cascade-Siskiyou National 
Monument (CSNM) over the past few 
years.  They have met a lot of resistance. 
The following points are all “public knowl-
edge” from that meeting.  

Some of the plusses or benefits 
that the BLM has observed in managing 
the CSNM are that “primitive recreation” 
has improved, the road density is being 
reduced (good for hydrology and wild-
life), and that the Monument land and 
its ‘objects of biological interest’ are being 
protected.  However, the list of what I 
consider to be negatives was a little longer 
and presented more significant issues.

BLM staff noted in April’s meeting 
that they are experiencing resistance to 
road maintenance and improvements, as 
well as to any (BLM’s word) vegetation 
management, including fuels treatments, 

Monument doesn’t fit our 
checkerboard landscape
By SANDy SHAFFeR
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thinning and forest health treatments in 
the CSNM.  The BLM also noted that 
due to the checkerboard land ownership 
patterns in the Monument, there has 
been an increase in incidental trespassing 
onto private lands.  And, the BLM says 
that all management and project work 
is more complex, because “managing for 
intangible, ecological sustainability objec-
tives” has greatly increased the level of 
environmental analysis.  I could interpret 
this to mean more staff time and money 
to manage a Monument, thereby taking 
away from projects on regular BLM lands 
in the WUI.  So, I wonder what two Monu-
ments in one Resource Area would do to 
said budget?

Of course, my main concern was 
that the BLM was finding that fighting 
wildfires is “more complex” in the Monu-
ment, with constraints regarding which 
firefighting tools may be used.  Having 
been too close for comfort during the 
Quartz and Squires Peak fires, I don’t 
think I’m a fan of complex and constrained 
firefighting. Nor am I a fan of not doing 
any vegetation thinning on public lands; I 
have walked enough forestland and lived in 
the woods long enough to know that if we 
don’t manage our forests, Mother Nature 
will, using lightning.  Could we afford a 
Biscuit-sized fire here in the Applegate?  

In my wildfire education work over 
the past nine years, I’ve learned that safe 
and effective firefighting requires strong 
structure, rules, consistency, and commu-
nication.  WUI fires are especially complex 
to fight; I can only imagine the chaos of 
having to change equipment or tactics 
when a wildfire moves from federal monu-
ment land to private land, and back again.  

The BLM and the Forest Service 
are currently rewriting a national wildfire 
management strategy to change how things 
are done on all land ownerships.  It’s my 
opinion that any new Monument designa-
tions (anywhere) should be put on hold 
until this new strategy is completed and 
interpreted for all federal land designa-
tions.  And, in the meantime, maybe KS 
Wild can organize and host some inclusive 
public meetings for interested Oregonians 
and Californians?

Sandy	Shaffer	•	541-899-9541

Always borrow money from a pessimist. 
He won’t expect it back.


