10 Spring 2013 Applegater

Trolling for new talent: Applegate
Partnership still practicing trust 20 years later

BY BARBARA SUMMERHAWK

This last fall, the Applegate
Partnership and Watershed Council
(APWC) celebrated 20 continuous years of
activity on behalf of the Applegate Valley’s
biocracy and is now trolling for new talent
to work alongside old hands on its board
of directors.

The partnership got its start in
October, 1992, when representatives of
environmental groups, the timber industry,
the federal land management agencies
[Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
and U.S. Forest Service], local farmers and
other residents sat down at the table on
Applegate Valley activist Jack Shipley’s deck
and crafted the following vision statement:

“The Applegate Partnership is a

community-based project involving
industry, conservation groups, natural
resources agencies, and residents
cooperating to encourage and facilitate
the use of resource principles that promote
ecosystem health and diversity.” The
partnership later became the APWC and
was instrumental in creating the Applegater
newspaper (a vital communication vehicle
that goes out to all Applegate residents),
and also the community management of
Cantrall-Buckley Park.

After the divisive decade preceding
the partnership that pitted “us vs them”
around the issue of northern spotted owl
preservation and logging, the partnership
set out with the slogan “Practice Trust—
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response

Them is Us,” stressing collaboration
rather than confrontation. One early
success was the Ramsey Thin, an early
timber sale negotiated by the partnership.
Instead of clear-cutting patches, the
timber company involved used helicopter
logging. Although some old growth was
taken, the amount was far less than had
originally been planned. This sale helped
set the stage for future negotiations on
the public forests of the Applegate. While
other areas of the country during this time
suffered horrendous timber sales resulting
in environmental degradation, every
timber sale in the Applegate Valley had a
full environmental review. Nevertheless,
the Ramsey Thin was controversial with
environmental groups here, who opposed
the cutting of any old growth. Over
the years, however, environmentalists
have stayed on the board of the APWC,
bringing necessary balance to the process
of harvest and restoration.

A contemporary approach to land
management being used by BLM stresses
“integration of ecosystem restoration,
conservation of northern spotted owl
habitat and commodity production.” In an
article for the Society of American Foresters
(SAF) journal, Ed Reilly analyzes results of
the recently concluded Pilot Joe Project of
the Middle Applegate Watershed, noting
that “Public participation was. . .critical to
its success....,” specifically commending the
APW(C as a strong participant, and that the
APW(GC, along with the Southern Oregon
Forest Restoration Collaborative, aka the
“Knitting Circle,” was “instrumental to
the success of the project development
and public review process...” Reilly also
mentions the importance of the ongoing
post-harvest monitoring. Pilot Joe wrapped
up not without controversy over several
trees that were marked for cutting that

should not have been. Protocols are being
developed to safeguard similar occurrences
on subsequent projects. Learning from
the mistakes and the successes, and
understanding the importance of public
involvement and monitoring, BLM is
moving forward on the second phase, Pilot
Thompson, scheduled for later this year.
According to Jerry Franklin and
Norman Johnson in another article in the
SAF journal, the number one obstacle
to implementing new policies is “public
distrust of the agencies.” This is where
the APWC and Knitting Circle play a
crucial role—through agency monitoring,
community outreach and continuing
discussions with stakeholders on the future
of the Applegate Valley ecosystem. If you
are interested in supporting and joining
in the APWC’s mission
ecosystem health across the Applegate

to promote

watershed through stewardship, education
and restoration carried out in partnership
with landowners, agencies and other
interested parties while contributing to
local economic and community well-
being,” please contact Janelle Dunlevy,
Applegate Partnership and Watershed
Council coordinator at 541-899-9982
or by e-mail at coordinator@arwec.
org. Please visit our website at www.
applegatepartnership.org.
Barbara Summerhawk
APWC Board Member
barbsummerhawk@yahoo.com

Note: Articles quoted in this story are by Jerry
E Franklin, PhD, and Norman K. Johnson,
PhD (‘A Restoration Framework for Federal
Forests in the Pacific Northwest,” Journal
of Forestry, December 2012), and Ed
Reilly, an Applegate resident recently retired
from BLM (“The Pilot Joe Project: Dry
Forest Restoration in Southwestern Oregon,”
Journal of Forestry, December 2012).

NEW! Classified Advertising

Jacksonville Mercantile Cooking Classes
Only $25! Reserve space today.
541-899-1047 jacksonvillemercantile.com

Caregiving. Compassionate loving in-
home care, 12 years experience, great local

references. Joy La Spina, 541-846-6833

slatecreekdoggydaycare.com
541-476-7485

“Country setting & safe environment”

Cupcake Creations—Cakes, Brownies,
Cookies,and MORE! 1739 E. McAndrews,
Medford. 541-857-2797

Little Applegate Country Care Home
offers care for 2 residents in gorgeous

setting. Memory Care Exp. 541-899-6827

Wanted. Reasonably priced apple-cider
press with chopper (preferably motorized)
in excellent condition. 541-846-7736

New Year’s Eve Resolution to be a Fit &
Healthier you! Body & Soul Fitness
Studio offers Fit2U, a Workout Program
specifically created just for you in the
convenience of your own Home Schedule

and Budget. 541-899-1636
ACBR Body & Paint. We deal directly

with your insurance co. and may save you
money on your deductible. 541-899-1173

Sunshine Plaza Salon Spring Mid-week
Specials. 10% off all services thru April.
7390 Hwy 238, Ruch. 541-899-7660

Applegate Rock Shop for unique rocks,
minerals & gifts. Rt. 238, Murphy. Open
Mon-Sat 11-4. 541-218-0323

Mediation Services: Divorce,
Family Matters, Facilitation, Anger
Management. Couples Communication

w/Confidentiality. 541-846-6092

Place a classified ad!

$12 for three lines of text (approximately 110 characters and spaces). Advance payment
required (payment accepted online at www.applegater.org). Contact: Jackson County—
Sally Buttshaw at sallybuttshaw@ymail.com or 541-646-8418. Josephine County—Shawn
Zimmerman at thezsfamily@gmail.com or 541-414-7301.

DISCLAIMER

The Applegater reserves the right to edit, categorize, revise, or refuse any classified
advertisement. In addition, Applegater has the right to terminate any ad at any time for any
reason. Parties posting ads are responsible for the accuracy and content of their ads. Applegater
will not be liable for any damages arising out of errors or omissions.



