THE STARRY SIDE .

See into the future
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BY GREELEY WELLS

The celestial symmetry of our night
sky is a real treat. During the first half
of the night, the sky is named after the
season were in. So in winter, we call
the evening’s configuration of stars and
planets the “winter sky.” Generally, we
then go to bed. But if we get up before
dawn, we have a completely different
view of the sky, which is actually nexz
season’s evening sky. So even though it’s
winter as you read this, you can
see the “spring sky” if you get up
early enough (or stay up late).

How does this work?
During the night, the visible
portion of the sky shifts as the
earth spins on its axis. So if I
look up at 10 pm in winter, I
am seeing the constellations
and planets in their “winter sky”
configuration. If I go outside
again at 4 am, they have shifted
about 90 degrees, to their “spring
sky” configuration. So at 4 am,
I’'m glimpsing the future.

And that is true all year
long. Each night we would see
two seasons skies, were we to
watch the whole show. As I write
this, it is fall; by dawn tomorrow
the next season—winter—will
show up.

I often get up early to
meditate, and I look out to
see this “season’s premiere.”
How cool, how simple, how
symmetrical and predictable
are these sky mechanics. So
congratulations: you can see into
the future!

The winter sky is one
of my favorites. It is cold and
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clear (except in inclement weather). The
full moons are high and bright, the Milky
Way obvious, and the skies filled with
bright, clear constellations. Yes, you have
to dress up against the cold, but it’s so
worth it.

Orion, almost everyone’s favorite,
is up most of the night, very high and
thrilling. His train of companions
stretches out after him, including Canus

Major with the brightest star in our
heavens, Sirius. Then there’s Canus
Minor above Sirius, a bright star with a
companion. Above Orion are the Gemini
twins. Ahead of him, you can find the
clear V of Taurus the bull, with bright
Aldebaran, and still farther out, the seven
sisters, or Pleiades. Such a clear consistent
gang of beauty working their way across
the night sky through the season!
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Here is
a picture of
the Winter
Circle and
Winter Triangle that includes most
of these stars. By February Leo the
Lion, with Jupiter nearby, has risen to
the top of the sky. Parallel to Leo is the
Big Dipper, which also reaches the sky’s
zenith as the Gemini twins set in the west
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with the winter constellations.
Here comes spring!
Other events of note

For you morning risers
looking into spring, the dance
of the planets continues. Bright
Venus is now slowly sinking till
it disappears in June. The next-
brightest planet, Jupiter, is rising
fast with the other stars, while
Mars rises slowly. Last is Mercury,
hardly visible because it’s so small,
rising and falling in and out of our
vision and low on the horizon.
Mercury is never far from the sun
and moves fast around it.

Winter solstice is on
December 22.

Geminid Meteors can be seen
pretty well this year with a very
young moon from December 14
to the 23rd. Instead of a peak of
meteors, which is most common,
they plateau and show when the
constellation Gemini is highest
in the sky, from 2 am till before
dawn. There may be 50 to 130
meteors per hour!

Wishing you clear, dark night
skies and bright stars.

Greeley Wells
greeley@greeley.me

Let our advertisers know that you saw their ad in the Applegater.

Grants Pass
Water Lab

Fast and reliable water rmmq:mnf 1978

YOUR #1 CHOICE EORWATER TESTING

Specializing in:
Well Water Waste Water Storm Water Soil Giardia Cryptospdi‘idiuun" 1.
Cross Connection Sample Collection Backflow Testing ® oo
541-476-0733 Eric Schaafsma 964 SE “M” St !
Fax 541-476-8132 Tectnical Director S
eric@gpwaterlab.com

b -

[=1;

“Accredited in
accordance

= Homes =

Repair & Replacement

Craig Gostnell

Owner/Operator

(541) 474-5646

205 E. Park Street
Grants Pass, OR 97527

An Authorized Independent Franchisee

wvw.novusglass.com

Natural Products Used
The Cleaning Crew

Housecleanlng

Offices

» Prepare Homes for Sale

= Rental Move In & Move Qut

» Excellent References & Reasonable Rates

541-601- 6236

is' ‘“i Licensed Bonded Insured

; eClean.nquewOnLune com

"7

’/‘,W 2 ’l!?f_,' i

=

Blending of perspectives
via intuitive communication

Barbara Ellis
P.O.Box 3320
Applegate, OR 97530
(541) 846-6336

W
" http://interspecies-inspirations.com/
e rs. a/é‘,ﬂ tep: P p

barbara@interspecies-inspirations.com

175 S Oregon Street

JACKSONVILLE ODD FELLOWS & REBEKAHS 20
Serving Jacksonville Since 1860

Kl ivileioof@gmail.com

20
Sourdough Pancake Breakfast o CARE 3
$8.00 All You Can Eat » ForYOU « | 220 North Fifth Street
Second Saturday of Every Month 50 * | Jacksonville, OR 97530

E]
» YE °

Jacksonville Vision Clinic
Julie D. Danielson, 0.D.

(541) 899-2020

southwest Oregon.

Check out our ONLINE CALENDAR
jam-packed with events all over

uL\’

Wndermere

REAL ESTATE

- Fy Frank D'Antonio

RINCIPAL BROKER
FFICE (541) 899-2000

frankd@windermere.com
frankd.withwre.com

“LEHI pump service INC.

O

CCB# 96496

(541) 499-2233

7N Pump Sales & Service -Hand Pumps-Solar Pumps

Filtration System-Flow Tests -Installations & Repair

O

~_Family Owned & Operated since 1976

4 / o
-1 \ \
Ron, Jody and Dustin Hill

0

i
f,r' ‘\ I-._ }

541-846-6662

,

) lehipump(@gmail.com )




