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The Applegate Valley Community 
Newspaper, Inc. (AVCN) is a nonprofit 
501(c)(3) corporation dedicated to 
the publication of the Applegater 
newsmagazine, which, we feel, reflects 
the heart and soul of our community.

  
Our Mission

The goal of the Applegate Valley 
Community Newspaper, Inc., is to 
provide the Applegate watershed 
with a communication vehicle, the 
Applegater, that will provide educational 
information, increase community 
networking, and represent all the area's 
diverse communities. Through honest, 
constructive, relevant, and entertaining 
reports on a wide variety of subjects 
and viewpoints, including our natural 
resources, historical and current events, 
and community news, we can work 
together to enhance the quality of life we 
have in the Applegate, and continue to 
make a difference in our valley.
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All articles, stories, opinions and letters 
in the Applegater are the property and 
opinion of the author and not necessarily 
that of the Applegater or AVCN.

Protection of 
Copyrighted Material

All materials submitted for publication 
must pertain to the Applegate Valley, be 
original (no press releases or reprinted 
articles), and be the intellectual property 
of the author unless otherwise credited.

All articles submitted to the Applegater 
are subject to edit and publication at the 
newsmagazine’s discretion and as space 
allows. No more than one article per 
author per issue. When too many articles 
are submitted to include in any one issue, 
some articles may be placed on our 
website or held until the following issue.

Letters to the editor must be 200 words 
or less. Opinion pieces cannot exceed 500 
words (no images).  Articles cannot exceed 
700 words. Obituaries are limited to 500 
words and one photo. Essays are limited 
to 500 words and one per issue.

Photo Requirements
All photos submitted must be high 

resolution (300 dpi) or “large format” (e.g., 
30” x 40”). If you have questions, email 
gater@applegater.org.

Photos submitted for the front-page 
flag are on a volunteer basis. Credit is 
given in the issue in which it appears, on 
our website, and on our Facebook page.

Submissions for the next issue must 
be received at bert@applegater.org by 
the deadline (see Editorial Calendar).

Applegater Newsmagazine
PO Box 14

Jacksonville, OR 97530

~ F I N E  P R I N T  ~

  Editorial Calendar
ISSUE                                   DEADLINE

SPRING (March - May) ... February 1   
Commerce-Community

SUMMER (June - Aug) ............May 1
Environment-Fire-Recreation

FALL (Sept - Nov) ................August 1
Agriculture-Wine

WINTER (Dec - Feb) ....November 1
Holiday-Arts

Help us 
ensure that we have the ongoing  
support needed to publish the  
Applegater newsmagazine. All 

contributions are tax-deductible and 
receive recognition in print.

Sasquatch - $1,000+
Cougar $500 - $999

Bear $200 - $499
Steelhead $50 - $199

Deer $5 - $49

Please make your checks payable to 
Applegater and mail to PO Box 14, 

Jacksonville, OR 97530. Our nonprofit  
ID number is 26-2062663.

Donors: We strive to ensure that 
our donor list is accurate. Please 

contact us if there are 
errors or omissions.

PERSONAL MAILING LABEL
Living away for a while?
Friends and relatives in 

faraway places?

The Applegater can be mailed 
anywhere in the US. Order a 
personal mailing label for:

One year: $20 (4 issues)
Two years: $35 (8 issues)

Mail us a check or pay 
online at applegater.org.

Inside the Gater
Cover Photo Credit

Thanks to Linda Kappen for the 
photo of snow-covered apple trees
on her property in the Applegate.

Have a photo for the 
Spring 2023 Applegater? Email it to 

barbara@applegater.org.

A huge THANKS to the generous donors 
who recently contributed to the Applegater. 

■ BACKCOUNTRY SHELTERS
Continued from page 1

We can help you 
reach your market!
The Applegater is the only newsmagazine 

covering the entire Applegate Valley. With 
a circulation of 13,000 and a readership of 
more than 20,000, the Applegater  covers 
Jacksonville, Ruch, Applegate, Williams, 
Murphy, Wilderville, Wonder, Jerome 
Prairie, and areas of Medford and Grants Pass.

For more information, contact:
Jackson County

Ron Turpen @ 541-601-1867 or 
ron.turpen@gmail.com

Josephine County
Max Unger @ 541-373-1445 or 

imaxunger@gmail.com

Next deadline: 
February 1

Corrections
The Applegater is committed to 
publishing accurate information in its 
news articles, correcting errors of fact, 
and clarifying misleading statements. 
Send suggested corrections to Editor in 
Chief Bert Etling at bert@applegater.
org or call 541-631-1313.

Sasquatch
Greeley Wells, 

Jacksonville, OR
Bear

Deborah Rennie, Medford, OR
Steelhead

Anonymous, Jacksonville, OR
Al Aspinwall & Judith Williams, 

Williams, OR
Heather Glass & Jenny Vetter, 

Williams, OR
Gail Graham, Ashland, OR
Gary Herman, Ashland, OR
Gary Katz, Applegate, OR
Laura Kohn, Encinitas, CA

Carl & Barbara Krack, 
Jacksonville, OR

Jack & Cindy Luce, Murphy, OR
Barbara Yates, Applegate, OR

Deer
Anonymous, Jacksonville, OR

Audrey Eldridge, Applegate, OR
Christopher Friend, Wilderville, OR

Harold Hopkins
Yvonne Jones, Grants Pass, OR
Sally Mackler, Applegate, OR

Karen Mitchell, Jacksonville, OR
Janice & Jeffrey Peacock, 

Lafayette, CA
Candace Williams, Ashland, OR

1927, the Dutchman Peak Lookout is one 
of the last cupola-style (called D-6) Forest 
Service fire lookouts remaining in the west 
and is listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places.

The Donomore Cabin is in Donomore 
Meadows, west of Dutchman Peak. It was 
built in 1935 and is lovingly maintained 
by local families and residents with long-
standing ties to the historic cabin. The 
PCT traverses the gorgeous Donomore 
Meadows, so PCT and local backpackers 
walk to the cabin on foot, but because 
you can drive backcountry dirt roads to 
the area, hunters and campers also use 
the cabin.

The Perks Pasture Guard House was 
built in 1936 on Elliott Ridge back when 
numerous US Forest Service (USFS) 
guard stations were scattered throughout 
the region in backcountry locations. The 
structure is not currently open to the 
public for use, but you can visit the site 
to check it out. Perks Pasture is named 
for John Perkins, a packtrain operator 
in the 1850s who went by the nickname 
“Old Perks.”

The Squaw Peak Lookout has not 
yet had a formal name change to  
Acorn Woman Lookout, to match the 
name changes of nearby geographic  

places, like Acorn Woman Lakes. Hopefully 
the USFS will update the name soon. This 
historic fire lookout was constructed in 
1942 as an L-4 style cabin, called the 
Alladin style, and is on the National 
Historic Site Registry. The lookout is 
available to rent on recreation.gov from 
May through September, but reservations 
sell out quickly! With amazing views of 
the surrounding Siskiyou Mountains, the 
lookout makes a great rustic retreat.

The Sucker Gap Shelter, built by the 
Civilian Conservation Corps in the 1930s, 
is located in the Sucker Creek watershed 
in the Red Buttes Wilderness. This three-
sided trail shelter is in a very picturesque 
meadow, but it takes a good climb to access 
it via wilderness trails.

The Grayback Snow Survey Shelter 
is located at 5,600 feet, below Grayback 
Mountain. It was constructed for annual 
snow surveys but is open for public use. 
It is a funky 10- by 14-foot cabin with a 
wood floor, rustic table, woodstove, and 
windows. Although it takes a hike to get 
there, this cabin, full of rustic charm, gets 
a lot of use.

Grouse  Gap,  Wrang le  Camp, 
Donomore Cabin, Sucker Gap, and the 
Grayback shelters are all in the Siskiyou 
Mountains Ranger District and are all 
first-come, first-served camping sites open 
to the public.

The Grayback Snow Survey Shelter is located 
at 5,600 feet below Grayback Mountain.  

It was constructed for annual snow  
surveys but is open for public use.  

Photo: Suzie Savoie.

The Grouse Gap Shelter, built around 1970, is 
one of the more modern backcountry shelters  

on the Siskiyou Crest. Photo: Suzie Savoie.
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Help protect and preserve these historic 
backcountry shelters for contemporary 
use. If you stay in one, please clean up 
when you leave, pack out your trash, and 
take only photos and memories.

Suzie Savoie
klamathsiskiyou@gmail.com


