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The Applegate Valley Community 
Newspaper, Inc. (AVCN) is a nonprofit 
501(c)(3) corporation dedicated to 
the publication of the Applegater 
newsmagazine, which, we feel, reflects 
the heart and soul of our community.

  
Our Mission

The goal of the Applegate Valley 
Community Newspaper, Inc., is to 
provide the Applegate watershed 
with a communication vehicle, the 
Applegater, that will provide educational 
information, increase community 
networking, and represent all the area's 
diverse communities. Through honest, 
constructive, relevant, and entertaining 
reports on a wide variety of subjects 
and viewpoints, including our natural 
resources, historical and current events, 
and community news, we can work 
together to enhance the quality of life we 
have in the Applegate, and continue to 
make a difference in our valley.
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All art icles, stories, opinions, 
and letters in the Applegater are the 
property and opinion of the author 
and not necessar i ly  that  of  the 
Applegater or AVCN.

Protection of 
Copyrighted Material

All materials submitted for publication 
must pertain to the Applegate Valley, be 
original (no press releases or reprinted 
articles), and be the intellectual property 
of the author unless otherwise credited.

All articles submitted to the Applegater 
are subject to edit and publication at the 
newsmagazine’s discretion and as space 
allows. No more than one article per 
author per issue. When too many articles 
are submitted to include in any one issue, 
some articles may be placed on our 
website or held until the following issue.

Letters to the editor must be 200 words 
or less. Opinion pieces cannot exceed 500 
words (no images). Articles cannot exceed 
700 words. Obituaries are limited to 500 
words and one photo. Essays are limited 
to 500 words and one per issue.

Photo Requirements
All photos submitted must be high 

resolution (300 dpi) or “large format” (e.g., 
30” x 40”). If you have questions, email 
gater@applegater.org.

Photos submitted for the front-page 
flag are on a volunteer basis. Credit is 
given in the issue in which it appears, on 
our website, and on our Facebook page.

Submissions for the next issue must 
be received at gater@applegater.org by 
the deadline (see Editorial Calendar on 
this page).

Applegater Newsmagazine
PO Box 14, Jacksonville, OR 97530
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~ F I N E  P R I N T  ~

  Editorial Calendar
ISSUE                                   DEADLINE

FALL (Sept - Nov) ................August 1
Earth - Air

WINTER (Dec - Feb) ....November 1
Holiday - Arts

SPRING (March - May) ... February 1   
History - Heritage

SUMMER (June - Aug) ............May 1
Fire - Water

PERSONAL MAILING LABEL
Living away for a while?
Friends and relatives in 

faraway places?

The Applegater can be  
mailed anywhere in the US. Order a 

personal mailing label for:

One year: $19.99 (4 issues)
Two years: $34.99 (8 issues)

Mail us a check or  
pay online at applegater.org.
Personal mailing labels are nonrefundable.

Inside the Gater
Cover Photo Credit

Thanks to Linda Kappen, as always,  
for capturing this couple fishing  
on the beautiful Applegate River.

• • •
Have a photo for the  

Fall 2024 Applegater? Email it to  
gater@applegater.org.

A huge THANKS to the generous donors 
who recently contributed to the Applegater. 

We can help you 
reach your market!
The Applegater is the only newsmagazine 

covering the entire Applegate Valley. With 
a circulation of 13,000 and a readership of 
more than 20,000, the Applegater  covers 
Jacksonville, Ruch, Applegate, Williams, 
Murphy, Wilderville, Wonder, Jerome 
Prairie, and areas of Medford and Grants Pass.

For more information, contact:

Jackson County
gater@applegater.org 

Josephine County
Max Unger @ 541-660-4031 or 

imaxunger@gmail.com

Next deadline: 
August 1

Save the date: Jacksaphine Count(r)y Fair set for September.......7
Cantrall Buckley Park promotes diverse cultures.....................10
They Live Among Us: Brighton Gradisar..................................11
Applegate Valley Fire Department is prepared.........................12
Applegate Ridge Trail backed by BLM.....................................14
Wander Applegate, a new destination website..........................17
Opinions and Letters to the Editor..........................................18
SOLADA film series starts in June...........................................19
SUTA announces opening of new trails....................................20
Woodland Charter School is most improved.............................22
Another star athlete: Megan Peterson.......................................23

Corrections
The Applegater  is committed to 
publishing accurate information in its 
news articles, correcting errors of fact, 
and clarifying misleading statements. 
Send suggested corrections to Editor 
in Chief Barbara Holiday at barbara@
applegater.org.

Help us 
ensure that we have the ongoing  
support needed to publish the  
Applegater newsmagazine. All 

contributions are tax-deductible and 
receive recognition in print.

Sasquatch - $1,000+
Cougar $500 - $999

Bear $200 - $499
Steelhead $50 - $199

Deer $5 - $49

Please make your checks payable to 
Applegater and mail to PO Box 14, 

Jacksonville, OR 97530. Our nonprofit  
ID number is 26-2062663.

Donors: We strive to ensure that 
our donor list is accurate.  

Please contact us if there are 
errors or omissions.

Sasquatch
Sara Katz & David Markle, 

Williams, OR
Bear

Ken & Jan Chapman,  
Applegate, OR
Steelhead
Yola Sanders,  

Ocean Park, WA
Baldwin-Mickelson Fund

Sue Harrison, Medford, OR
Donald Sayer, Applegate, OR

Kathleen Conway &  
Alan Journet, Jacksonville, OR

Sylva Hatchman, 
Grants Pass, OR

Deer
Anonymous, 

Jacksonville, OR

Anonymous, Medford, OR
Audrey Eldridge,  

Albany, OR
Bert Etling, Ashland, OR

Christopher Friend,  
Wilderville, OR

Thelma Goodnough,  
Applegate, OR

Harold Hopkins
Janice & Jeffrey Peacock,  

Lafayette, CA
Kathleen Pyle,  

Jacksonville, OR
Jeanette Stobie, 
Applegate, OR

John Taylor,  
Grants Pass, OR

Candace Williams, 
Ashland, OR

■ EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS
Continued from page 1
home or need special assistance. Then, if 
you need to report an emergency, AVFD 
will respond already knowing about your 
special needs. (See the list of websites on 
page 14 for more information.)
Neighborhood disaster groups

Representative Marsh encourages local 
neighborhoods to organize to prepare for 
disasters. If you don’t have an organized 
local group, at least know who your closest 
neighbors are and if they might be able 
to help you in an emergency. If you are 
unable to walk to a neighbor’s house, a 
good quality walkie-talkie could allow you 
to communicate. 
Loss of power

Losing power is a particular problem 
in rural areas, as most of us depend on 
electric pumps to provide our water 
supplies. For people who depend on 
electric devices for health conditions, 
even a short outage could be disastrous. 
Generators are the traditional solution, but 
the smaller ones require some setup, and 
they all require constant fuel. Generators 

that will power an entire house and 
start automatically could cost around  
$10,000 installed. 

There are also battery systems of all sizes, 
from cell-phone size to Tesla PowerWalls, 
which are literally the size of a wall.  
Larger batteries are most commonly 
paired with solar panels—whole-house 
systems can provide all your daytime 
electrical needs with solar panels  
and all your nighttime electrical needs  
with batteries. But these systems will cost 
tens of thousands of dollars. If you can 
define what electrical devices you really 
need, you may be able to use a much 
smaller and less expensive system. If you 
need a couple of hours of laptop use  
and a single lightbulb, you may be able  
to use a small portable solar panel and 
battery combination for around $300. 
When you size your “must-have” electrical 
devices, you must size for the start-up 
wattage. For example, a refrigerator or 
freezer requires only around 180 watts for 
normal running but may require around 
1,800 start-up watts. If you can’t start it, 
you can’t run it.

Telephone service
Telephone lines are usually lower 

on the utility poles, so landlines may 
continue to work even if a downed tree 
has disrupted power. Make sure you have 
at least one phone that plugs directly into 
a wall jack, as portable phones depend on 
their electric base station. Most cellular 
towers have backup generators, which 
is why cell service often continues even 
during a region-wide power outage. If 
you can’t call, try texting, which requires 
only a minimal cellular connection. And if 
your cell provider’s service is out, you still 
should be able to dial or text 911. To make 
sure your phone doesn’t run out of charge 
during a long power outage, use a $20-$40 
cell charger. Many of these come with solar 
panels on one side, so you can recharge the 
charger during a multiday outage.

If you must have telephone service and 
don’t want to depend on landlines or cell 
service, you can invest in a satellite phone. 
A basic phone will start at $300. There are 
less expensive adapters that will turn your 
cell phone into a satellite phone, but you 
See EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS, page 14.


