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The Applegate Valley Community 
Newspaper, Inc. (AVCN) is a nonprofit 
501(c)(3) corporation dedicated to 
the publication of the Applegater 
newsmagazine, which, we feel, reflects 
the heart and soul of our community.

  
Our Mission

The goal of the Applegate Valley 
Community Newspaper, Inc., is to 
provide the Applegate watershed 
with a communication vehicle, the 
Applegater, that will provide educational 
information, increase community 
networking, and represent all the area's 
diverse communities. Through honest, 
constructive, relevant, and entertaining 
reports on a wide variety of subjects 
and viewpoints, including our natural 
resources, historical and current events, 
and community news, we can work 
together to enhance the quality of life we 
have in the Applegate, and continue to 
make a difference in our valley.
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All art icles, stories, opinions, 
and letters in the Applegater are the 
property and opinion of the author 
and not necessar i ly  that  of  the 
Applegater or AVCN.

Protection of 
Copyrighted Material

All materials submitted for publication 
must pertain to the Applegate Valley, be 
original (no press releases or reprinted 
articles), and be the intellectual property 
of the author unless otherwise credited.

All articles submitted to the Applegater 
are subject to edit and publication at the 
newsmagazine’s discretion and as space 
allows. No more than one article per 
author per issue. When too many articles 
are submitted to include in any one issue, 
some articles may be placed on our 
website or held until the following issue.

Letters to the editor must be 200 words 
or less. Opinion pieces cannot exceed 500 
words (no images). Articles cannot exceed 
700 words. Obituaries are limited to 500 
words and one photo. Essays are limited 
to 500 words and one per issue.

Photo Requirements
All photos submitted must be high 

resolution (300 dpi) or “large format” (e.g., 
30” x 40”). If you have questions, email 
gater@applegater.org.

Photos submitted for the front-page 
flag are on a volunteer basis. Credit is 
given in the issue in which it appears, on 
our website, and on our Facebook page.

Submissions for the next issue must 
be received at gater@applegater.org by 
the deadline (see Editorial Calendar on 
this page).

Applegater Newsmagazine
PO Box 14

Jacksonville, OR 97530
applegater.org

~ F I N E  P R I N T  ~

  Editorial Calendar
ISSUE                                   DEADLINE

WINTER (Dec - Feb) ....November 1
Holiday - Arts

SPRING (March - May) ... February 1   
History - Heritage

SUMMER (June - Aug) ............May 1
Fire - Water

FALL (Sept - Nov) ................August 1
Earth - Air

PERSONAL MAILING LABEL
Living away for a while?
Friends and relatives in 

faraway places?

The Applegater can be  
mailed anywhere in the US. Order a 

personal mailing label for:

One year: $19.99 (4 issues)
Two years: $34.99 (8 issues)

Mail us a check or  
pay online at applegater.org.
Personal mailing labels are nonrefundable.

Inside the Gater
Cover Photo Credit

Thanks to Linda Kappen, as always,  
for capturing some bright autumn leaves 

in the Applegate Valley.
• • •

Have a photo for the  
Winter 2024 Applegater? Email it to  

gater@applegater.org.

We can help you 
reach your market!
The Applegater is the only newsmagazine 

covering the entire Applegate Valley. With 
a circulation of 13,000 and a readership of 
more than 20,000, the Applegater  covers 
Jacksonville, Ruch, Applegate, Williams, 
Murphy, Wilderville, Wonder, Jerome 
Prairie, and areas of Medford and Grants Pass.

For more information, contact:
Jackson County

Alyssa Prophet @ 541-520-2219 or 
prophetsolutionsllc@gmail.com

Josephine County
Max Unger @ 541-660-4031 or 

imaxunger@gmail.com

Next deadline: 
November 1

Applegate Valley economic study needs your support.................7
The galaxy twists counterclockwise............................................8
They Live Among Us: Curtis Keeler’s weird art.........................11
Threatened Fender’s Blue butterfly..........................................13
Jacksaphine Count(r)y Fair a week long this year.....................15
Pipe Fork land sale on hold again............................................16
Opinion: Why do we put people in boxes?.................................18
BLM report on conifer mortality..............................................21
The difference between Tallowbox and Wellington Mine trails....22
Track and field family legacy at Applegate School......................23
New student leadership program at Pacifica............................23

Corrections
The Applegater  is committed to 
publishing accurate information in its 
news articles, correcting errors of fact, 
and clarifying misleading statements. 
Send suggested corrections to Editor 
in Chief Barbara Holiday at barbara@
applegater.org.

Help us 
ensure that we have the ongoing  
support needed to publish the  
Applegater newsmagazine. All 

contributions are tax-deductible and 
receive recognition in print.

Sasquatch - $1,000+
Cougar $500 - $999

Bear $200 - $499
Steelhead $50 - $199

Deer $5 - $49

Please make your checks payable to 
Applegater and mail to PO Box 14, 

Jacksonville, OR 97530. Our nonprofit  
ID number is 26-2062663.

Donors: We strive to ensure that 
our donor list is accurate.  

Please contact us if there are 
errors or omissions.

A huge THANKS  
to the generous donors 

who recently contributed  
to the Applegater. 

■ MATT SORENSEN
Continued from page 1

Steelhead
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Thelma Goodnough, 
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Harold Hopkins

Janice & Jeffrey Peacock, 
Lafayette, CA

Kathleen Pyle, Jacksonville, OR
Greeley Wells, 

Jacksonville, OR

established and treasured AVA (American  
Viticultural Area).

LongSword Vineyard’s first vintage of 
estate chardonnay produced from the 10 
acres of vines was released in 2001. In the 
early days, the “tasting room” was a tiny 
building positioned right off Highway 238 
and run by Matt; his then wife, Maria; 
and her brother, Tony (Manuel), who still 
works at LongSword. With three outdoor 
tables and three parking spaces, it was a 
humble operation that is remembered 
fondly by the Applegate community. 
You can still see its gravel footprint to 
the east of the driveway when you enter 
the property.

After an additional eight years working 
in his corporate job in order to supply 
the capital necessary to build and run 
the business, Matt was able to move to 
the Applegate in 2007 and began living 
his dream full-time. In 2009 he joined in 
partnership with another small vineyard 

down the road and built the current 
tasting room. Now able to produce more 
varietals of wine, Matt began building the 
LongSword wine club. 

The dissolution of the partnership 
in 2012 left the business in a state of 
upheaval. Thankfully, one of Matt’s closest 
friends, the late Jim Devitt, of Devitt 
Winery, helped support him through this 
difficult time. This transition also opened 
the way for a new collaboration between 
Matt and his niece, Kate Vangeloff, 
who moved to the Applegate Valley in 
2015 to help him rebuild the business. 
During their eight-year partnership, Matt 
produced some of his finest wines. At the 
same time, LongSword became known as 
a community hub that hosted fun, unique 
events for locals and travelers alike.

Matt was a one-of-a-kind person, 
with a wry sense of humor and an 
unshakable belief in himself and his dream. 
Underneath his often-churlish exterior, 
he could be disarming and endearing. He 
was a highly sensitive person with a deep, 

enduring love for all plants and animals. He 
was fiercely intelligent and an outspoken 
advocate for science. He valued both 
research and experimentation, an ethos he 
brought to both his winemaking and his 
care of the land at LongSword Vineyard. 
He loved LongSword more than anything 
in the entire world, except perhaps his 
many canine companions that he cared 
for over the years. His first Aussie, Miss 
Beatty, was a fixture on the farm for years, 
followed by Rogue, who is now enjoying 
retirement from the farm at Kate’s house  
in Medford.

There is no doubt Matt will be 
remembered by the Applegate community 
for years to come, and he will be greatly 
missed by friends and family. He is 
survived by his nieces, Kate and Abbey 
Vangeloff, and his sister and brother-in-
law, Amy and Jim Vangeloff. 

Kate Vangeloff
Director of Operations/Owner

LongSword Vineyard
kate@longswordvineyard.com

The Applegater 
needs your 

ongoing help!

In order to keep up with our expenses—printing and postage are the biggest 
costs—and be able to continue mailing this newsmagazine free to every residence  

and business in the Applegate Valley, please mail your donation to:
Applegater Newsmagazine  

PO Box 14, Jacksonville, OR 97530
Donations are also accepted online at applegater.org.


